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Four key drivers were explored across the three forums. These were policy, innovation, 
finance and partnerships. The inaugural World Climate Forum NORTH AMERICA, 
taking place on the 24th of September as an official side event of Climate Week NYC, 
focused on the themes of energy transition and infrastructure, and recovery and 
adaptation. On the 14th of October, World Climate Forum ASIA explored the themes of 
the built environment and green economic recovery. The final forum of the 2020 Series, 
World Climate Forum EUROPE took place on the 17th-18th of November as an official 
side event of London Climate Action Week. Day one focused on the themes of energy 
transition and infrastructure, and day two focused on innovation and 
investments.

The 2020 Series featured engaging plenary sessions, high-level keynote addresses, 
audience engagement opportunities and digital networking facilitation. Climate and 
industry experts from public, private and non-governmental organisations were brought 
together to discuss actionable change and highlight scalable best-practices.

The World Climate Forum 2020 Series consisted of three regional events: NORTH AMERICA, ASIA 
and EUROPE. With the postponement of COP26 to next year, these regional forums maintained mo-
mentum throughout the autumn of 2020 keeping climate at the forefront of the global agenda 
and supporting a green recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic.

18,90% C-level Executives, Founders, Directors, Owners, Chairmen
38,55% Vice-Presidents, Department Heads, Senior Managers

10,48% Consultants, Advisors, Experts
11,52% Associate level

6,79% Students, Interns, Trainees
13,73% Other 

Attendee Breakdown

NORTH AMERICA ASIA EUROPE COP26
56 total
speakers

5475 
registrations

Policy, Innovation, Finance, Partnerships

Executive Summary
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Built Environment

• At WCF Asia, innovation and new technologies were emphasised as needing to   
be explored to meet the current and future needs of the built environment. 

• It is vital that a tailored approach is taken, keeping at the forefront that there is no   
one-size-fits-all solution when addressing the environmental impact of the built environment. 

• Heat-pumps were highlighted at WCF Europe as being a well-established and important 
technology to be used in decarbonising heating and cooling systems. 

Mobility

• The public sector plays an important role in driving down the price of electric vehicles, as 
well as promoting innovation and consumer choice. 

• Charging infrastructure for electric vehicles should continue to be prioritised.

• At WCF North America, it was emphasised that public awareness concerning electric  
vehicles needs to be greatly improved to ensure their widespread adoption.

Climate Finance

• Clear and decisive public sector frameworks are required to overcome private sector   
uncertainty and accelerate growing investments in line with the goals of the Paris Agreement.

• Unlocking financial markets requires de-risking deals, which is successfully happening in 
corporate renewables through high levels of credit-worthiness, growing amounts of insurance 
products used to reduce certain risks such as time risks, and through corporations themselves 
investing directly in projects. 

• Corporate investments through tax equity or funds are successfully supporting early-to-mid-
stage energy technologies and solutions to overcome the gap between development and 
implementation.

• Public and private sector institutions need to increase their collaboration through partnerships 
and coalitions, to achieve the decisive action required this decade.
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Energy Transition

• It is vital that energy infrastructure that is already in place is integrated and updated to facilitate 
a decarbonised system.

• Renewable energy sources should no longer be seen as a risky investment, however this 
needs to be communicated more strongly through the use of existing and scalable examples. 

• Sector coupling was discussed at WCF Europe as an important tool that would bring about a 
green and more affordable energy system. 

• Hydrogen was highlighted as being an integral part of an innovative and adaptive energy 
value chain. 

• The renewable energy market provides an enormous opportunity for job creation and, as 
such, the socio-economic impacts of the energy transition must also be considered. 

Sustainable Cities

• Cities must be seen as an entire ecosystem. Rather than singling out small impressive  
pockets, the entire energy grid and overall environmental performance should be addressed.

• The recycling and re-distribution of heat within a city’s infrastructure ensures energy is not 
wasted in producing more heat. 

• Renewable energy and energy efficiency should both be integrated into city sustainability 
plans, with renewable energy providing immediate results and energy efficiency providing 
results in the long-term. 
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“  We have been very proud within Capgemini to share our views and the 
outputs of our most recent research on climate action to the large audience 
of the World Climate Forum Europe. We need to help Europe meet its 2050 
net-zero emissions targets, and we will make it happen through innovation and 
cooperation! We can’t wait to meet all partners who want to help us design that 
road at COP26 next year in Glasgow.

Jean-Baptiste PERRIN 
Capgemini Invent for Society Global Leader

Partners
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World Climate Forum, NORTH AMERICA

Keynotes: Green Recovery and Adaptation 

World Climate Forum, ASIA

Keynote: Carbon Markets - Helping Countries Raise Ambition Ahead of COP26
Keynote: Biodiversity and Natural Capital

World Climate Forum, EUROPE, Day 1

Keynote: The Energy Transition - Addressing 
Climate Change in a Post-Pandemic World 

World Climate Forum, EUROPE, Day 2

Keynote: Making the Right Investments and 
Technology Choices to Set Europe on 
Course for Climate Neutrality by 2050

Decarbonizing the Energy 
Matrix - Unlocking Finance 
Opportunities and 
Accelerating Clean 
Energy Solutions for a
Sustainable Energy Future

Capturing Investment 
Opportunities 
in the Clean Energy 
Revolution 
- Navigating Asia’s 
Transition

Smart, Sustainable, 
Connected - Future 
Proofing Cities through 
Sustainable Infrastructure 
& Partnerships

Building Sustainability - 
Strengthening the Case 
for Climate Resilient 
Infrastructure

Transformative 
Mobility - Investing in 
the Post-Carbon Future 
of Transportation

Catalyzing the 
Post-Pandemic 
Recovery - Pathways 
to Sustainable Value 
Creation

Catalyzing the 
Net-Zero Transition: 
Policy, Finance & 
Implementation

Sector Coupling 
- Powering the 
Decarbonisation 
of Economies

Accelerating
the Clean 
Energy 
Transition 
- Innovation 
Pathways and 
Transforming 
the Energy 
Value Chain of 
Tomorrow

Towards Climate 
Neutral Cities 
- Unlocking the 
Power of Energy 
Efficiency to 
Accelerate the 
Transition to 
Net-Zero

Hedging Risk 
- The 
Opportunities 
of Investing in 
a Climate 
Resilient 
Economy

The Future 
is Now: 
Renewable 
Heating and 
Cooling for a 
Decarbonized 
Economy

A Decade to 
Deliver on 
Climate 
Action - From 
Policy to 
Practice

Program
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“  I was very pleased to have the opportunity to share IRENA’s vision of a 
holistic approach that can solve the climate crisis while taking on pressing 
socio-economic aspects like employment and livelihoods. The world needs to 
hear —and act on— ideas for a fair and equitable way to move forward, and the 
World Climate Forum 2020 Series provided a unique format for discussion.

Michael Renner
Programme Officer, The International Renewable Energy Agency (IRENA)

“Even with all the challenges that 2020 brought, low carbon investment 
opportunities have continued to accelerate across Asian economies. AIGCC’s 
participation in the World Climate Forum Asia gave us an important platform to 
explore the trends with key regional stakeholders and partners and discuss the 
further action necessary to transition to net-zero emissions.

Rebecca Mikula-Wright
Executive Director of The Asia Investor Group on 
Climate Change (AIGCC)

“  In a challenging year shaped by the COVID crisis, the World Climate Forum 
2020 Series helped focus on how climate action can fuel a sustainable recovery. 
It allowed me to connect to leaders and experts across regions and sectors, 
enabling new collaborations that can accelerate a transition towards a net-zero 
future.

Dr. Barbara Buchner
Global Managing Director and Executive Director of Climate Finance at Climate Policy Initiative

“  Economies around the world have faced extraordinary challenges this year, and 
the World Climate Forum 2020 Series presented an opportunity to maintain 
dialogue around one of the most pressing issues of our time: climate change. 
Moody’s Analytics was proud to participate and share our perspectives on how 
organizations can use data, analytics, and technology to develop their 
sustainability and climate action strategies.

Burcu Guner
Senior Director at Moody’s Analytics 

Event Testimonials
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World Climate 
Forum 
ASIA

June 1st

During the 
Ecosperity week 

(June 1st-4th)

World Climate 
Forum EUROPE

July

During London 
Climate Action Week 

(TBD - June-July)

World Climate 
Forum 
NORTH AMERICA

September 22nd 

During NYC 
Climate week 

(September 20th-26th)

World Climate 
Summit / 
Investment COP

November 7th-8th

During COP26
Glasgow, UK 

(November 1st - 12th)

World Biodiversity 
Summit 
Part 1

November 10th 

World Biodiversity 
Summit 
Part 2

December 

DIGITAL EVENT DIGITAL EVENT HYBRID EVENT HYBRID EVENTDIGITAL EVENT

During COP15 
Kunming, China 

(TBD, December)

James Butler  
james.butler@worldclimatefoundation.org 
 
Bardha Kushutani 
bardha.kushutani@worldclimatefoundation.org
 
Ben Decosse
ben.decosse@worldclimatefoundation.org

Chiara Lozito 
chiara.lozito@worldclimatefoundation.org

World Climate Forum Series, 
2021


